SPEAKING OF PHOTOGRAPHY
A series of lectures at Concordia University organized
by the Department of Art History

AMATEUR/AMATEUR:
THOUGHTS ON THE
DEVOLUTION OF A GENTLEMAN’S ART
Thursday, October 7 at 6:30 p.m.
LAURIE DAHLBERG Associate Professor of Art History and Photography, Bard College
Amateurs were the prime movers in the invention and
evolution of early photography, and amateurism itself has
a fascinating evolution that is laid bare in the history of
photography. Early in the 19th century, the Amateur with
a capital “A” was a revered individual in Europe, respected
for serious scholarly contributions made to science and the
humanities, in such fields as astronomy, archaeology, history,
and by 1839, photography. But by 1890, thanks largely to the
American entrepreneur and industrialist George Eastman,
photography was opened to a new class of small “a” amateurs.
Scientific expertise and received ideas of taste and art were
no longer necessary, and amateurism in photography became
associated with shutterbugs, camera fiends, and Americans
– in short, caricatures of middlebrow aspirations. In this talk,
portraiture will serve as the lens of the amateur’s aspirations.

Laurie Dahlberg was ambivalent to photography until she laid
eyes on a daguerreotype in 1985. Soon after, as a graduate
student in art history at Princeton University, she specialized
in the history of photography. Her dissertation on early
French photography served as the basis of her first book,
Victor Regnault and the Advance of Photography: The Art of
Avoiding Errors (Princeton University Press, 2005). She has
since lectured and written widely on photography and is now
at work on a cultural study of the amateur as a key figure in
photography’s development in the 19th century. She is an
Associate Professor of Art History at Bard College, where
she teaches the history of photography and 19th-century art.

All lectures will be held in the York Amphitheatre (EV 1.605), Engineering, Computer Science and Visual Arts
Complex, 1515 Ste-Catherine Street West. Metro Guy-Concordia. Lectures are free and open to the public.
SPEAKING OF PHOTOGRAPHY is made possible by the generosity of an anonymous donor, with additional support from the Gail and
Stephen A. Jarislowsky Institute for Studies in Canadian Art; the Concordia University Research Chair in Art History; the Art History Graduate
Student Association; Figura, centre de recherche sur le texte et l’imaginaire, Université du Québec à Montréal; and Château Versailles Hotel.

For more information closer to the event, please visit finearts.concordia.ca/news
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